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1429 July 15, 1904 

deaths. The comparatively large number of cases is due to the fact 
that inoculation was done chiefly in villages where plague was active. 
Many cases occurred within a few days of inoculation and must have 
been incubating plague at the time of the operation. A certain 
number were found to have been suffering with plague at the time 
of the operation; these 33 cases and 27 deaths should be regarded 
as plague in the uninoculated and are therefore deducted, leaving 737 
cases with 211 deaths among the inoculated. The cases of mortality 
were as follows, for the total number: 
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Correct conclusions could not, however, be drawn from the total 
numbers; hence the following procedure was adopted: All villages in 
which a considerable percentage of inoculated persons were exposed 
to plague side by side with uninoculated were studied separately to 
the number of 102. Several errors occurred in making the calcula- 
tions, but were in favor of the uninoculated. Cases occurring within 
three days of inoculation have been excluded from the percentages of 
inoculated on the ground that they were incubating plague at the time 
of the operation. Nor were these cases used to swell the totals of the 
the uninoculated. The calculations in the following table, therefore, 
greatly favor the uninoculated. 

Statement of plague in inoculated, and uninoculated Amritsar district, 
October 1, 1902, to June 20, 1903. 

Number of villages examined 102 

Total population of above 161 , 763 

Total inoculations in above 42, 390 

Average duration of epidemic days. . 63 

Average number exposed to infection daily : 

Uninoculated 130,929 

Inoculated 30,834 

Plague in uninoculated: 

Cases 11,233 

Deaths 7,888 

Plague in inoculated: 
Within three days — 

Cases ". 86 

Deaths 60 

After third day — 

Cases 572 

Deaths 150 

Percentages: 
Cases — 

Uninoculated 8. 58 

Inoculated 1. 21 

Deaths — 

Uninoculated 6. 02 

Inoculated .49 

.Patio in equal number of uninoculated and inoculated: 

Cases 7 to 1 

Deaths 12 to 1 
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These figures speak for themselves aDd should convince the most 
sceptical of the value of inoculation. 

The large majority of these inoculations ma} T really be considered 
to be the expressed opinion of the people themselves that inoculation 
is good; no pressure was exercised, and once the difficulty of doing 50 
to 80 inoculations in a village had been surmounted, the remainder of 
the inoculations done there is the result of the establishment of con- 
viction in the minds of the villagers that the measure, in spite of its 
drawbacks, temporary indisposition, and especially its failure in many 
instances, is distinctly beneficial on the whole. 

Calculating from the data given, and condensing them into popular 
expression, we ma}' say that in these 102 villages 1,706 lives were 
saved by inoculation. 

In a large number of villages in the district there is now a strong 
feeling in favor of inoculation, and I hear of many villages which 
express a wish for reinoculation in the end of the autumn, as they 
say that, now they see the value of the measure, they are not going to 
wait a second time until the disease is well established, but will all be 
inoculated before it begins. 

Report from Calcutta — Deaths from cholera and plague. 

Passed Assistant Surgeon Sprague reports, May 19, as follows: 

During the week ended June 4 there were 70 deaths from plague 
and 24 from cholera in Calcutta. 

There were no transactions during the week. 

In Bengal, for the week ended May 28, there were 345 cases and 
290 deaths from plague. 

ITALY. 

Report from Naples — Inspection of vessels — Austrian emigrant ves- 
sels — Distribution of Italian emigration. 

Passed Assistant Surgeon Eager reports, June 20, as follows: Dur- 
ing the week ended June 18, 1904, the following ships were inspected 
at Naples and Palermo: 



Date. 


Name of ship. 


Destination. 


Steerage 
passengers 
inspected 
and passed. 


Pieces of 
large bag- 
gage in- 
spected 
and passed. 
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baggage 
disin- 
fected. 
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steerage 
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rejection. 






Boston 

New York 

do 


386 
215 
356 
244 
471 


no 

25 
65 
40 
100 


840 i 19 


15 


Gerty 


350 | 9 


15 




750 i 18 


17 
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320 I 7 


18 




do 


870 j 19 
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PALERMO. 






New York 


116 


75 


220 ! 15 











